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Dear Country Men, 
Cannot but be very ſenſible under the condition into 
which my Crimes have juſtly involved me, how little 
I deſerve your pity. But yet-as I am now come to the 
"laſt period of my Life, and going before another Tribunal 
to anſwer for what T have here don amiſs, before the 
- great Judge of Heavey and Earth, I hope you'll ſo far 
lay by your juſt animoſities againſt me, as to give me a 
hearing, nor can I think of any way 1o proper to 1mprove 
the few Minutes I have yet by-the mercy of the Almighty 
ſpared me, as in ſetting down the ſteps and degrees by 
- which iniquity hath taken hold of me : that the 1ad fate I 
am now to ſuffer, as the due and regular Conſequence 
thereof, may be a warning to others ; not only, to avoid 
fuch groſs and heinous Crimes, for which I now ſtand Con- 
demned, but alſo thoſe lefſer and more remote Evils which 
«were the forerunners hereunto. 
Let him that ſtands take heed leaſt he Falls, the beſt do need 
this Caution, and had I not thought my ſelf two ſecure and 
*truſted to my own ſtrength, more then the grace and aflt- 
_ ftance of the Almighty, this Condition had never been mine. 
'T thank God I was born of good Parents, whoſe kind in- 
' ftructions and Pious Counſel I rebellioufly neglected : Which 
neglect, as I am in the fiſt place humbly to beg God and 
their Pardons for, fo muſt I acknowledge that I firmly 
believe the fame, to have a great influence on my preſent 
' face; for as the Command. hath ſaid Honour thy Father and 
Mother that thy days may be long in the Land which the Lord thy 
God hath gizzen thee. So, 1 cannotbur Judge that the ſhortning 
of mine, hath been in ſome Degree or Meaſure tor this my 
Crime, nor is it lef6 than the greateſt aggravation of what 
TI am to faffer, next to that of offending my God, that in this 
Fcandalous and Ignominious Death, I am juſtly Condemned 
unto, I have brought ſhame upon my Family and doubled 
> the pains on my Mother that bore me ; this tho_ it was 
outh, yet where L began to 
thought fic tro Confeis. Therefore Toung-Men Noung-Mer ! 
as ye love your Immortal Souls, and expect to live hap- 
pily here, and enjoy - Everlaſting Blils hereafter, be noc 
'Dilobedien: to your Parents, but learn by my Example 
"to avoid this Crime ; which was the beginning of thoſe 
many, I have been fince Guilty ot. . | 
In thienex: place, I would uſe the advice of Solomon, in 
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With me alas! the now is almolt paſt over; whereinlT ought 
"to have remembred my Creator, and the hours are uponme, 
5#n which I have no Pleaſure, no Comfort or Content, in 
tithe revolution of. my former miſpence of thoſe Seaſons, 

nd Opportun'ties that Gd gave me, but a ſad and Dole- 
al remembrance how often I have refuſed the offers of 
Grace; and deſpicefully reje&ed the motions of God's 
Holy Spirit, which Day by Day was as a Remembrancer 
under my Pillow, to rouſe and ftir me up from a Careleſs 
and Sleepy Security in the ſtate of Wickednzfs and Sen- 
duality which I then lay. But all in Yain : Sin had Pot- 
Fefdion of me; and wich her inticeing Daliances and Be- 
Ewitching Allurements, ( which were then as a 1weet and 
grateful Morel in my Mouth, but now as bitter as the 
-pangs of Death it Self ) Betrayed me, and Hurried me from 
-one& Degree of Bad to anorher, till I had accompliſhed the 
laſt courſe of Iniquicy, for which I now Groan. | 
2 But tho God's juſt Jadgment hath deprived me of my 
| Opportunity to Serve him as L ought ; and left me but a few 
Minutes to make. my Peace with his offended Majeſty : yer 
to you that ſurvive a Day, and Time is ofter'd, if you 
mprove it, Your Ow, is at preſent : but how long it may 
aft, before the Night cometh upon you, wherein you cando 
no:Work; is in the Breaſt alone of God Almighty, who wil] 
-not be Delayed or put off, when the World and the Dew] 
hath had the firſt and beſt of your. Youth and Strength, 
Evith the Lees and remaindlers of old Age and Impotence. Ir 
£215 not enough to give over Sin, when old Years inzapacitate 
ds for Coin Aion thereof: this thou owelt to thy Imbe- 
lity: and Weakneſs, and canſt nor diſcern whether *tis chy 
wh I or wanc of Power that'makes the then leave off : *tis 1:» 
Xe mid{t. of 'thy Youth, wh: thy Blood Boyls, and thy 
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to thy Carieres of Sin and Vanity, and ſeek and ſerve thy 
Creator. | 

Had I taken this Advice, I had neverleft my God ; and 
conſequently had never been left by him : but fo it is, that 
the great Deceiver of Souls, if hecan but make us put off, 
or quench our Young Deſires-to the Things of God and our 
to be obtained: he lays before us, in -all her Gaudy Embel- 
this naither World : with which we are as it were Spirited 
and Stolen axy from the Land of true Enjoyment, to 
drudge in the Mines of Slavery and Infelicity : and yet as 
if there were no better Life, we go on Contentedly, and 
_ Born Bond-ſlaves ſing at the Oar, and think our ſelves 

aPPY- | | 

Buc dear Country-Men, look to it be times, and let my 
Fate be your Example. Time was when I had as great a 
delight in Vanity, as the moſt Debauched amongſt you 
The Day was loſt in my apprehenſion, in which I'met no' 
Jovial -Companion to Drink or Carouſe away my” Hours ; 
the Night miſſpent, 
and Dalliances of ſome Dalilah, The Sentence came dul- 
ly and inſipidly from my Lips that was not Graced with 
ant Oath; and I looked on my ſelf with ſhame when I let 
flip an Injury without a Revenge. But could you ftand in 
my Place; and feel the Pangs that L bare; or hear the Re- 
bukes that my Conſcience gives me: You would fay as I 


do, that if I had ten Thouſand Worlds at my diſpoſal, -I 


Forgiveneſs with God Almighty, through the Blood of 
my dear Redeemer Chrift Feſus. You would then ſay 
that the Pleaſures of Sin were as Thorns and Briers in your 
Sides : the Debauches. and Exceſs of Company, the worlt of 
all Pains and Trouble : the Embraces of your Beloved and 
Endeared Harlots Vanity and Vexation of Spirit : your 
. -0 - T ; the A is ) 
Contending with Omnipotence, and the love of Revenge: 
the ſeeds of Murder. think of this at preſent, and ſhun 
my Fate: | 
For had it been formerly told me, I ſhould ever have 
come to this End, or have done that crying Sin of Mur- 
der; for which I juſtly ftand Condemned: I ſthould certain- 
ly have anſwered in the Words of Hazel, to the Prophet 
Eliſha, when he inquired of him the reaſon of his Weeping 
Becauſe ſayeth the Prophet, I know the Evil that thou ſhalt 4 
unto the Children of Ural : for their ſtrong Cities ſhalt thou ſet on 
Fire; and their Young-Men ſhalt thou ſlay with the Sword ; and 


ſhalt daſh their Infanis againſt the Stones; and rent in Peices their 


Women with-Child. To which Hazael replied, what is thy Ser- 
vant a Dog, that I ſhould do this great Thing : yet 'all this, was 
afterwards Accompliſhed by him; and in like manner, g1- 
ving way to the beginnings of Vice, have I run this Courſe, 


till my guilty Hands were all over Imbrued in Innocent 


Blood : Andyuitly therefore may Icry outand exclaim again{t 
my elf, that I am-now worſe than the Brute that Periſheth : 
and I have nothing of Cleanlineſs or Humanity about me. 
But Oh ! Lord my God look down upon me; and Rebuks 
me not inthy Anger ; veither Chaſtiſe in thy IFrath : for thine Ar- 
rows have light upon me, and thy Hand lieth upon me ; there js ny- 
thing Sound in my Fleſh, becauſe of thy great anger ; neither is 
there Reſ# in my Bones, becauſe of my Sm; for mine Iniquitzes are 
gen over my Head: and as a weighty Burthen they are too heavy 
for me. My Bones are Putrified and Corrupt becauſe of my Focliſh- 
neſs. My Eyes are full of Burning, I roar for very Grief of my 
Heart, But O Lerd I power mine whole defire before thee; and my 
fighing zs not Hid from thee. Tt may be naw expected thac [ 
ihouidgive ſome account what were theReaſons and Motives 
chat Init!gared me to this Crime. But alas! when I conſider 
the i1nder Inducements Thad thereunto, I muſt only clap.my 
Hand upon my Breaſt, and confeſs it was the- Evil Counts. 
lor within me, my own vile aid Corrupted Heart, that 
agreed with the Szducemen:s of Satan, to bring this Tra- 
gay to an Accompliſhment. : ORs | 
What was the ficit chief cauſe that wasthe occaſion of m 

Difagreement with my Wife, was her Humour, { which 7 
could now wiſh 1 had complied with: | 
believe for my Good) to tollow me 
and hinder my affociating my ſelf 
bauched Company : which Diſagreement; tho' ac firſt it 
was No More: than as a ſmall Spe rk, ;yet by degrees, the 
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dmund Kirk's Dying Advice to 
'VVYrote by his own Hand in Newgate, and delivered to his Friend with a deſire the fame might be Publiſhed, 
| of June, 1684. Being the day on which he was Executed at Tyburn, for 


own Souls ; in which there is only true and laſting Pleaſure. 


.liſhments, and enticeing Braveries, the Luſt and Vanities of 


that was not Improved in the Embraces. 


would give them all for a quiet Conſcience, and a ſight of 
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the Devil told me, no leſs than her Innocent Blood, 4 


uld! 
give me a proper Satisfaction for : and upon this, it. was 
that I contri d ed this Horrid and abomis# 

rived and perpetrated this Horrid and abomis# 


nable FaR, for which I now Suffer a greater load of Grief? 
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than if Rocks or Mountains overwhelmed me : and had no 
God of his Mercy, caſt in ſome Beams of-his Fayour upon” 
me, to, ſupport me in this my Doleful Tmprifonmene; IT * 
had long ere this ſunk under the weight ther Nor can T } 
but obſerve how juſt the Almighty hath been in my Pun- ? 
niſhment, in leaving me to commit. this cruel and unna- Þ| 
tural Sin, on that very Day which I had 1o often abuſeds” 
not only in the negle& of thoſe Ordinances and. Aﬀembl es 
which I ought to have followed and frequented ; but in the- 
Commitlions of thoſe Excefles, which at other times my 
Buſineſs and Imployment it the World, never afforded me © 
ſo great a leiſure for. Whence I would bes and entreat in | 
the Words of a Dying Man, who ſtands within the-proſpe& #* 
of Eternity, *all thoſe that are my Acquaintance; and * 
others that value their own Souls, that they- would - re- © 
member to keep Holy the Sabath Day: for God hath commands 
ed it, and he is both a Jealous and a good God: and as he wi- 
ſeth the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children unto the third and 
fourth Generation of them that hate him; ſo he ſhews Mercy unto 
thouſands, of themthat love him, and keep Bis Commandments. And 
believe me dearFriends,what ever the Devil may Suggeſt unto 
yau at preſent, hele change his note, (as he hath done with 
me ) when you come ſo near Death as I am: thoſe Sins 
which he once told me were ſcarce to be obſerved, he now -} 
aggravates with the greateſt loads of Aſperſion : infomuch, | 
that were it not for the ſight of my Saviour, who Dyed and Y 
Suſſered for me ; I ſhoud wiſh that a Mill-ttone were hung 
about my Neck,and the Seas Bottom was my Eternal Grave: 
but in him is my Truſt, in him is my Hope, and thro-him _ - ? 


I am willing to taſt the' bitter Cup prepared for me. In 3 
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which Faith the Lord preſerve me, Amen. 


From NEWG ATE 


Edmund Kirk, © 
Fuly, 11th, 1684. | | 
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OST Gracious Mereiful and Eternal Ld God, thy poor 

Sinful and Condemned Creature is here approached the *- 

Throne of thy Mercy, Confeſſing; that as I have been @ © © 

great and Heinous Sinner before thee, 'ſo nothing leſs than the In- 
fmite Mercy of thy Almightineſs it Self can ever Pardon me. But 
thou, O Lord,” art a God of Mercy, a God of Love and free 
Grqce ; and hen Sinners approach unto thee, tho their Crimes be 
as Scarlet, thou canſt make them as. white as Snow, and baſt pro- 
miſed ſo to do : Therefore Good and Gracious Lord, under the Carpe. = 
fort and ſenſe of that Promiſe, I caſt my ſelf down before thee, -Be- \ 
ſeeching: that thou wouldeſt waſh and Cleanſe my blotted and Le-  *\ 


rous Soul, in the Blood of my Saviour and Redeemer Chrift 


—_— 


| Feſus; O Lord Tam Defiled; But he is Clean, I am a Sinner, © 


a great and crying Sinner ; But in him was no Guile found. [I 
heve offended thee; But he Sufferr'd for me. I have been a Mur- 
derer, But he was Murdered for the ſake of ' Sinners, amongſt 
whom T am Chief. Lay therefore the burthen of my Sins upon tbe 
Croſs of my Saviour, and left them not riſe up.in Fudgment a: 
gainſ? me, at ſuch time as I approach thy Tribunal : It is but - © 
a ſhert time, and the Day will be here, a few Minutes that 1 © 
have to Live; the Sands of my Life are near Waſted, and I muſt * 
take a farewell of this World, in the midſt of Health and Strength, 
and this through my own Cremes ; ſo that I may charge my own 
as well as her Blood, which T wickedly and Murtherouſly ſhed, at © 
my on Door. For which Crime, as T am juſtly made an Example - 
to all the World, in a ſhameful and Tgnomimous Death. So, O © 
Lord, let this my Fate, deter and warn oyhers from thoſe Courſes  * 
that lead therennto, that no other Perſon may ever fall into. that 3 
Snare that I am Entangled in, but that my Sufferings may be as a © 
Sea-Mark to others to avoid thoſe Shelves and Sands I am now- 
Sunk into, - But, do thou, O Lord, Forgive me, do .theu, O'Lord, 
receive me totby. Self, hen:my Soil-and Body ſhake Hands each af 
the_other, that I may dwell Eternally” with thee in - Everlaſting: 
Bliſs. All which I bumbly beg pigs Sake and through the Me- 
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aſcrived all Honour, Power aud Glory, now and for evermore;” - 
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